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Science is a human endeavor that builds on the contributions and efforts of many people. The movie that you will be watching chronicles the discoveries that various scientists made, the myriad challenges they faced, and the determination with which they championed their ideas. 

1. As you watch the film, take notes (e.g. his or her nationality, did he or she work alone or in a group, was he or she of high society or not, what were the political times during which this scientist worked, etc) on the scientists listed below and identify each scientist’s role in what led to the famous equation E=mc2.

· Michael Faraday

· Antoine-Laurent and Marie Anne Lavoisier

· James Clerk Maxwell

· Emilie du Châtelet

· Albert Einstein

· Otto Hahn and Fritz Strassman

· Lise Meitner and Otto Robert Frisch

2. After the film is over, comment on the following:
· Albert Einstein is the only scientist generally associated with the equation E=mc2. Were you surprised how many scientists were part of “Einstein’s” equation? Explain your answer.

· There were three women highlighted of the ten scientists listed as instrumental in the discovery of the significance of E=mc2. Considering that woman are still struggling for complete equality in the 21st century, are you surprised that two of these three women were permitted to do research back in the 18th century? Were you surprised that Lise Meitner was not credited for her work when her colleagues received significant acclaim? Explain your answer. 
· Comment on the political impact of scientific discoveries throughout the film and if you believe that politics plays a role in the scientific discoveries in today’s society (think about stem cell research as one example).
